Pentazocine ulcers.
Four cases of skin ulceration in pentazocine addicts are presented. Appearing in broad areas of a peculiar wood induration and often massive in size, these ulcers can be clinically distinguished from comparable skin manifestations in other types of drug abuse. The histological finding of an obliterative vasculitis of the small vessels helps to explain the non-healing nature of these lesions. It also offers a rationale for the surgical therapy of wide excision, prior to skin grafting.